LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT of SOCIOLOGY
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SOCIOLOGY of AGING

Dr. Laurie Forbes                                                                     Fall Semester:           2006

Office: UC 0034                                                        Tuesday and Thursday:  1.00 - 2.30

Phone: 343-8966                                                               Classes are held in:  RB - 2026
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Required Text
Novak, Mark. Aging and Society A Canadian Reader. Toronto: Nelson Canada. 2003.

Course Description
Sociology of Aging provides an analytical framework for understanding the interplay between human lives and changing social structures. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of sociology of aging. Topics covered will include the following: aging as a social process, historical and cultural perspectives on aging, individual aging, population aging, theory and research, social inequality and social change, the lived environment, family ties, relationships, economic security, social networks and social participation in later life, social support and public policy for an aging population and health in later life. 

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend class regularly and actively participate in class discussions. As well, reading assignments are to be completed and sources brought to class when requested. The reading list and dates and type of sources to be brought to class are attached to this syllabus. 

Evaluation



Marks


Due Dates


Mid-Term Examination                      20                                October 10, 2006

Essay                                                   35                                November 14, 2006 

Final Examination                              35                                Set by the Registrar

Participation                                       10                                Throughout the course

Examinations

The examinations will incorporate lectures, class discussions, films and assigned readings. 
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Essay

You will write an essay of your choice on some aspect of aging. Your essay will be sociological and incorporate sources from academic journals, books, and the internet.

The essay is to be 8 to 10 pages in length, use a 12 font, and double-space. All your sources must be properly cited. Include a photo-copy of the pages you use from journals and internet sources. You have the option of writing a concise summary of any books you use or you may photo-copy the pages you reference in the body of your paper. Late papers are penalized at 5 marks per day. I would be pleased to discuss your topic choice with you.

Participation

Your participation mark is based on your contribution to class discussions.

Tentative Lecture and Reading Schedule

Thursday September 7 

Welcome to Sociology of Aging
Introductions
Course Outline 


Tuesday September 12

Lecture: Introduction to the Sociology of Aging
Reading: Chapter 1 (pages 3-15)

Thursday September 14 
Lecture: Myths and Realities of Aging and Conducting Content Analysis
Reading: Chapter 2 (pages 19-24)


   - 

  

                Reading: Chapter 3 (pages 26-29) 



Tuesday September 19

Lecture: Many Ways of Growing Old - First Nations and Aging
Reading: Chapter 4 (pages 34-41)
Reading: Chapter 5 (pages 43-49)

Bring in a magazine to conduct content analysis.

 
Thursday September 21

Lecture: Many Ways of Growing Old - Ethnicity and Aging
Reading: Chapter 6 (pages 50-54)

Reading: Chapter 7 (pages 55-64)

Tuesday September 26 

Lecture: Finish: Ethnicity and Old Age - Begin: Coping With Individual Change
Reading: Chapter 8 (pages 65-74)
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Reading: Chapter 9 (pages 79-87)


Thursday September 28 

Lecture: Coping With Individual Change - Aging As a Stage in the Life Cycle and Successful Aging

Reading: Chapter 10 (pages 92-102)

Reading: Chapter 11 (pages 104-108)

Reading: Chapter 13 (pages 118-125)


Tuesday October 3 

Lecture: Our Changing Health Care System - Are the Elderly a Burden to the Health-Care System?

Reading: Chapter 14 (pages 131-140)

Reading: Chapter 15 (pages 142-151)


Thursday October 5 

Lecture: Our Changing Health Care System - Long-Term Care in an Aging Population and Health Care in Canada
Reading: Chapter 16 (pages 154-158)

Reading: Chapter 17 (pages 161-166)

Reading: Chapter 18 (pages 169-175)


Tuesday October 10 - Mid-Term Examination

Thursday October 12

Lecture: Income and the Challenge of Retirement - Mandatory Retirement

Reading: Chapter 19 (pages 180-188)

Reading: Chapter 20 (pages 190-199)

Reading: Chapter 21 (pages 201-209)


Tuesday October 17 

Lecture: Income and the Challenge of Retirement - Women and Poverty
Reading: Chapter 22 (pages 212-215)

Reading: Chapter 23 (pages 217-224)


Thursday October 19 

Lecture: Housing and Living Arrangements - Institutionalization and Disability
Reading: Chapter 24 (pages 229-239)

Reading: Chapter 25 (pages 241-245)


Tuesday October 24 : 

Lecture: Housing and Living Arrangements - Living in Your Own Home and Granny Flats - Gated Communities and Retirement Communities
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Reading: Chapter 26 (pages 246-252)

Reading: Chapter 27 (pages 254-261)


Thursday October 26

Lecture: Lifelong Learning and Fitness - Education and Physical Fitness

Reading: Chapter 28 (pages 265-277)

Reading: Chapter 30 (pages 285-291)

Reading: Chapter 31 (pages 292-306)


Tuesday October 31
Lecture Lifelong Learning and Fitness - Can the Elderly Still Learn?

Reading: Chapter 29 (pages 279-284)

Reading: Chapter 32 (pages 309-318)

Come prepared to discuss either a place where seniors can go for physical education or where they can go for further education.


Thursday November 2 

Lecture: Family Life and Relationships - The Impact of Aging on Families 
Reading: Chapter 33 (pages 326-331)

Reading: Chapter 34 (pages 332-335)


Tuesday November 7 

Lecture: Family Life and Relationships - Care-Givers 
Reading: Chapter 35 (pages 336-341)

Reading: Chapter 36 (pages 342-349)


Thursday November 9 

Lecture: Family Life and Relationships - Never Married Older Women and Lesbians 
Reading: Chapter 37 (pages 352-363)

Reading: Chapter 38 (pages 365-373)


Tuesday November 14 

Lecture: Family Life and Relationships - Elder Abuse and Grandparents 
Reading: Chapter 39 (pages 375-379)

Bring in an article on grandparents.

Essays are due.


Thursday November 16

Lecture: Death and Dying - Euthanasia 
Reading: Chapter 40 (pages 385-391)

Reading: Chapter 41 (pages 393-402)

Reading: Chapter 42 (pages 404-408)
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Tuesday November 21 

Lecture: Lecture: Death and Dying - Coping With Death and Dying
Reading: Chapter 43 (pages 411-418)

Reading: Chapter 44 (pages 421-428)


Thursday November 23 

Lecture: Politics and Policies - Implications of an Aging Society
Reading: Chapter 45 (pages 432-434)

Reading: Chapter 46 (pages 436-441)


Tuesday November 28 

Lecture: Lecture: Politics and Policies - Grey Power
Reading: Chapter 47 (pages 443-451)

Thursday November 30

Catch-up Class 

